
NIAID Report to the DHHS 
CFS Advisory Committee

Catherine Laughlin, Ph.D.
Chief, Virology Branch

Division of Microbiology and Infectious Diseases
NIAID, NIH, DHHS

October 14, 2010



The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (NIAID)

Conducts and supports basic and applied 
research to better understand, treat, and 
ultimately prevent infectious, immunologic, 
and allergic diseases.



NIAID Funding Opportunities
http://funding.niaid.nih.gov/researchfunding/ann/pages/default.aspx

http://funding.niaid.nih.gov/researchfunding/ann/pages/default.aspx�




Resources for Researchers

Diagnostics
Vaccines
Therapeutics

Basic Research Preclinical Development

Discovery IDE- and IND-Enabling 
Activities

Hypothesis 
Development and 

Testing
Research Tools and Technologies

Clinical Evaluation

Trials

Product Development Pathway

►Funding opportunities
►Research tools and technologies

►Preclinical and clinical services
to facilitate product development



Examples of Resources/Services Delivered

• Organisms
• Reagents

– e.g., proteins, antibodies, irradiated cells
• Assays

– e.g., vaccinia neutralization assay
• Animal models

– e.g., antiviral & vaccine evaluations models
• In vitro screening for antimicrobial activity

– e.g., combination therapies for influenza
• Candidate therapeutics

– e.g., optimization, synthesis, formulation, medicinal 
chemistry, product development plans; cGMP manufacture



Possible Causes of Discordant 
Findings of XMRV, MLV Association

• Patient Variation

• Sample Collection and Preparation

• Assay Characteristics

• Contamination



Study Outline

• PI:  Ian Lipkin, Columbia University

• Prospective identification of CFS patients from 
four geographic areas in US

• Sample collection using data from NHLBI study

• Identical sets of coded samples sent to WPI, 
CDC and NIH/FDA

• Meeting of participants to unblind and analyze 
data
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