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BELOVED OF CFS SUFFERERS 
 
Please let me focus attention on the hundreds of thousands who have suffered from Chronic 
Fatigue Syndrome this mysterious and destructive disease. This group is composed of the 
beloved of the victims.  They are parents; brothers and sisters; husbands; wives and friends who 
love the CFS sufferers. My testimony is based upon 25 years of experience as a father of a 
beloved victim. 
 
For a parent there is a terrible ordeal of seeing a seemingly healthy   innocent daughter for no 
apparent reason suddenly overcome with pain and suffering. In the early days there was a cruel 
persecution of the victims by many in the public and even in the medical profession. There were 
stories that this was a fraud by young college girls and was termed “Yuppie Flu. Even worse the 
early victims were suspected of having AIDS and isolated from their colleagues and even from 
dentists and others.  
 
In this quarter of a century the public perceptions have greatly improved. We now recognize that 
this is a terrible disease. We search through the many symptoms trying to find a diagnostic 
marker. We do have financial markers. We are beginning to understand the enormous world 
wide cost of unemployment’s lost income: huge medical expenses; care giving expenses and the 
cost of other symptoms brought on by the victim's prolonged suffering. 
 
In his search for a cure favorable public perception is everything.  And in this respect CFS had a 
very poor start, first with a wrong word “fatigue” (everyone gets fatigued); next misdiagnosis 
((Aids; Epstein Bar).and finally ridicule (Yuppie Flu). There was no prominent victim like 
President Roosevelt who led the dramatic March of Dimes victory against Polio. 
 
Unfortunately there are many diseases that cause great suffering and even death that are very 
appropriative vying for attention and public support. Thank goodness we have the CFIDS 
Association which is so vital to this cause particularly in funding research. 
 
We need CONFIDENCE and HOPE. My recommendation this group is you accept responsibility 
for giving the public confidence that the NATIONAL GOVERNMENT does understand and is 
doing all that it can to lessen suffering and finding a cure.  
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